A Glance at the Week

Monday
7:00 am Men’s Discussion (Zoom)

6:30 pm Small Group (Zoom)
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Office Phone: 651-698-3889
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Office Admin (secretary@randolphheights.org)
Session (session@randolphheights.org)
For Pastoral Communication, please call Pastor Ken @ 651-592-3320
Or Email @ ken.highley@randolphheights.org

Looking Ahead

Book of Acts:

8/22— The Eunuch  8:26-40
8/29— Encountering God 9:1-2,17-19
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We are glad you're here!

This is a community which strives to worship and serve God together.
Within this community, people freely explore their personal questions
about God and the Bible. It's together that we can better learn the breadth
and depth of the Gospel and how it works out in our lives. Then, through
the grace and hope of the gospel, we serve those in need and work together
towards a thriving community.

This program is organized under five headings as described below:

Gathering: We remember God of Creation. The creator is amazing, perfect,
powerful, good and is worthy of our worship and praise. This helps center
and prepare our hearts for a time of worship.

Confession and Renewal reminds us that this world is not as God
originally intended it. We express our grief and sorrow over the
brokenness of this world and of our own lives. Our need for grace
never goes away, and it is only by faith in Jesus that we can be made
right with God. Within these words of renewal we recognize the truth
that God’s redemption of his people has been accomplished in Jesus.

Thanksgiving is our response to the redemptive plan of God. It is also
an opportunity to express our thanks tangibly.

Ministry of the Word is expressed through reading our scripture passage
for the day, listening to the Word preached, and responding with words
of prayer from the congregation.

The Benediction is a good word to be sent out on.

We encourage you to spend some time before the service begins and note how it flows.
You are also encouraged to take this bulletin with you to use for personal devotional
time throughout the week.

Galatians 2:11-21

When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood
condemned. For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself
from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision
group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy
even Barnabas was led astray.

When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said
to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not
like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not
justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have
put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not
by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.

“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among
the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I
rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.

“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be
gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

L. This is the Word of the Lord.
A Thanks be to God!
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BENEDICTION

God has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of

you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
~ from Micah 6:8, NIV

*Life in the Body

Send Out

May the grace of Christ, which daily renews us, and the love of God,
which enables us to love all, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, which
unites us in one body, make us eager to obey the will of God until we
meet again, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

~ based on 2 Corinthians 13:13 [14]

A Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make you love

me more, and nothing I have done that makes you love me less. Your
presence and approval are all I need for everlasting joy. As you have
been to me, so I will be to others. As I pray, I'll measure your compassion
by the cross and your power by the resurrection. Amen.

Reflection:

How much larger your life would be, if your self could become smaller in it.
~ G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), English writer and journalist

It is better to be hurt by the truth than to be comforted with a lie.
~ Khaled Hosseini, Afghan-born novelist and physician

...we must come back to our first principles. And the most basic of these is the
fact that God is there and that he is objective to us. He is not there to conform to
us; we must conform to him. He summons us from outside of ourselves to
know him. We do not go inside of ourselves to find him. We are summoned to
know him only on his terms. He is not known on our terms. This summons is
heard in and through his Word. It is not heard through our intuitions.

~ David F. Wells, author and theologian

While religious dogmatism is always a danger.... we’ve got more to fear from
the easygoing narcissism that is so much part of the atmosphere nobody even
thinks to protest or get angry about it.

~ David Brooks, New York Times commentator

14



PRELUDE

All Sing: Step by Step
Oh God, You are my God And I will ever praise you (2x)

I will seek You in the morning /And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me / And I will follow You all of my days

I will follow You all of my days /And I will follow You all of my days
And step by step You'll lead me / And I will follow You all of my days

Call to Worship (from Psalm 5)

O LORD, hear me as I pray; pay attention to my groaning. Listen to my
cry for help, my King and my God, for I pray to no one but you.

Listen to my voice in the morning, LORD. Each morning I bring my requests to
you and wait expectantly.

O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot tolerate the sins of
the wicked. Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence, for you
hate all who do evil. You will destroy those who tell lies.

But, because of your unfailing love, I can enter your house; I will worship at
your Temple with deepest awe.

Lead me in the right path, O LORD, or my enemies will conquer me. Make
your way plain for me to follow.
My enemies cannot speak a truthful word. Their deepest desire is to destroy others.

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever.

Spread your protection over them, that all who love your name may be
tilled with joy.
For you bless the godly, O LORD, you surround them with your shield of love.

>

I

Pastoral Prayer

God Calls us to be a praying people. Let us join in prayer, offering our
praise, thanksgiving, and intercession to God.

Open Petition
After each petition the Leader will say:

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer. (Response from Congregation)

Let us Give God Thanks
We give You thanks O Lord.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for
ever and ever! Amen. (Eph 3:20-21)
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The Lord’s Table (Offered 1st Sunday of Month)

Invitation to the Table

O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in
him. —Psalm 34:8, NRSV

God meets us in the sacraments, communicating grace to us by means of
water, bread, and wine. In baptism, whether of the newly born or newly
converted, God reminds and assures us of our union with Christ in
covenant love, the washing away of our sin, and the gift of the Holy
Spirit — expecting our love and trust in return. In the Lord’s Supper,
Christ offers his own crucified body and shed blood to his people,
assuring them a share in his death and resurrection. By the Holy Spirit,
he feeds us with his resurrection life and binds us to each other as we
share one loaf and cup.

We receive this food gladly, believing, as we eat, that Jesus is our lifegiving food
and drink and that he will come again to call us to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Prayer of Thanks

Holy God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to
your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory, and offering to you, from the
gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup. We praise you, we bless you, we
give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord, our God.

Words of institution

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this
in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:23-26, NIV

Distribution of the Elements
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Prayer of Adoration (followed by Lord’s Prayer)

Blessed are you, Lord our God.
How sweet are your words to the taste,
sweeter than honey to the mouth.
How precious are your commands for our life,
more than the finest gold in our hands.
How marvelous is your will for the world,
Unending is your love for the nations.
Our voices shall sing of your promises
and our lips declare your praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
An Anglican Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen




All Sing: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus name.

Refrain: On Christ, the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace.

In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found.

Dressed in His righteousness alone,

Faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)

All Sing: Be Thou My Vision

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art -
thou my best thought by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I thy true son;

thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Scripture  Galatians 2:11-21 (found on Page 15)
Series Book of Acts
Sermon Re-Gospeling

Profession of Faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended to heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
~ Apostles’ Creed
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CONFESSION & RENEWAL

The psalmist models a transparent faith with these words:

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

We express our longing for God’s leading by our own transparent
confession. —based on Psalm 139:23-24, NRSV

Faithful God,

You are better to us than we deserve. You are faithful to fulfill your commitment in
giving us the goodness of Christ. Yet we are quick to forget the wonderful gifts you
have given. We are impatient, forgetting your goodness and power. Forgive us.

Jesus,

Thank you for your faithfulness. You had unwavering faith and unshakable hope in
your father’s goodness. You took refuge in him in your times of need and never
turned away. We have no other sure hope than in you.

Holy Spirit,

May your power work within us to stir up our hope. Help us to know and worship
God as He truly is. Cause us to know with certainty, God’s love for us, until we are
transformed into people, who love deeply, and run the race with confidence. Looking
forward to the triumphant coming of our heavenly King. Amen.

Silent and Personal Confession




RENEWAL

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the
transgression of the remnant of your possession? He does not retain
his anger forever, because he delights in showing clemency. He will
again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under
foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will show
faithfulness to Jacob and unswerving loyalty to Abraham, as you have
sworn to our ancestors from the days of old. —Micah 7:18-20, NRSV

Thanks be to God!

All Sing: Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, Glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit three in One.

As it was in the Beginning it will be forever Amen, Amen, Amen.

Doxology

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Lord, we thank for Your faithfulness.

Thank you that we can always trust in You.

You are an abundant God and out of your great kindness
you have given us so much.

We give you this offering today, and with it we also give ourselves.
Use this congregation, for your kingdom and your glory.

Extend and multiply its reach and influence we pray.

And may we be a great blessing to many. Amen.




