A Glance at the Week

Monday

7:00 am Men’s Discussion (Zoom)

6:30 pm Small Group

Church Contact Information
Office Phone: 651-698-3889

Office Hours: Thurs & Fri 1:00-6:00 p.m.

Office Admin (secretary@randolphheights.org)

Session (session@randolphheights.org)
For Pastoral Communication, please call Pastor Ken @ 651-592-3320

Or Email @ ken.highley@randolphheights.org

Looking Ahead

Knowing God Series-

10/16/22 - God’s Love
10/23/22 - God’s Justice
10/30/22 - God’s Face
11/06/22 - God’s Grace
11/13/22 - God’s Righteousness
11/20/22 - God’s Sovereignty
11/27/22 - God’s Incarnation
12/04/22 - Mary’s Song
12/11/22 - Christmas Wisdom
12/18/22 - High & Lofty One
12/25/22 - What's in a Name
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Matthew
Matthew
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1:1-4
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2:8-14
1:20-23
2:1-8
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We are glad you're here!

This is a community which strives to worship and serve God together.
Within this community, people freely explore their personal questions
about God and the Bible. It’s together that we can better learn the breadth
and depth of the Gospel and how it works out in our lives. Then, through
the grace and hope of the gospel, we serve those in need and work together
towards a thriving community.

This program is organized under five headings as described below:

Gathering: We remember God of Creation. The creator is amazing, perfect,
powerful, good and is worthy of our worship and praise. This helps center
and prepare our hearts for a time of worship.

Confession and Renewal reminds us that this world is not as God
originally intended it. We express our grief and sorrow over the
brokenness of this world and of our own lives. Our need for grace
never goes away, and it is only by faith in Jesus that we can be made
right with God. Within these words of renewal we recognize the truth
that God’s redemption of his people has been accomplished in Jesus.

Thanksgiving is our response to the redemptive plan of God. It is also
an opportunity to express our thanks tangibly.

Ministry of the Word is expressed through reading our scripture passage
for the day, listening to the Word preached, and responding with words
of prayer from the congregation.

The Benediction is a good word to be sent out on.

Scripture Reading Psalm 19:1-14

The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
The skies display his craftsmanship.
Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make him known.
They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard.
Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,
and their words to all the world.
God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.
It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding.
It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.
The sun rises at one end of the heavens
and follows its course to the other end.
Nothing can hide from its heat.

The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul.
The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart.
The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living.
Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever.
The laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair.
They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold.
They are sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb.
They are a warning to your servant,

a great reward for those who obey them.
How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?

Cleanse me from these hidden faults.
Keep your servant from deliberate sins!

Don’t let them control me.
Then I will be free of guilt and innocent of great sin.

We encourage you to spend some time before the service begins and note how it flows.
You are also encouraged to take this bulletin with you to use for personal devotional
time throughout the week.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
A Thanks be to God!




BENEDICTION

God has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of

you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
~ from Micah 6:8, NIV

*Life in the Body

Send Out

Go in peace, in the knowledge of God’s power.
Go in confidence, in the knowledge of God’s strength.
Go in joy, in the knowledge of God’s love.

A Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make you love

me more, and nothing I have done that makes you love me less. Your
presence and approval are all I need for everlasting joy. As you have
been to me, so I will be to others. As I pray, I'll measure your compassion
by the cross and your power by the resurrection. Amen.
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Reflections

At his best, man is the noblest of all animals; separated from law and justice he is
the worst. ~ Aristotle, 384-322 BC

Past secular creeds were built on the 18th-century enlightenment view of man as

an autonomous, rational creature who could reason his way to virtue. The past

half-century of cognitive science has shown that that creature doesn’t exist.
~David Brooks, The New York Times, 2-3-2015

It is difficult to free fools from the chains they revere.
~ Voltaire (1694-1778), French Enlightenment philosopher

It is not enough to be delivered from siny; it is enough to be delivered to righteousness.
~ Edwin Louis Cole, 1922-2002, Author, Founder CMM

Despite the frequent claim that we are living in a secular age defined by the death
of God, many citizens in rich Western democracies have merely switched one
notion of God for another — abandoning their singular, omnipotent (Christian or
Judaic or whatever) deity reigning over all humankind and replacing it with a
weak but all-pervasive idea of spirituality tied to a personal ethic of authenticity
and a liturgy of inwardness ... At the heart of the ethic of authenticity is a profound
selfishness and callous disregard of others.

~Simon Critchley and Jamieson Webster in The NY Times, June 29, 2013




PRELUDE
Micah 6:6 — With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God?

O God, you pour out the Spirit of grace and love. Deliver us from cold
hearts and wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning
zeal we may worship you in spirit and truth. Amen.

O God Our Help in Ages Past
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Pastoral Prayer

Great God, glorify yourself in all the earth. Be glorified in creation, be
glorified in your church. Though we are small, and you are so grand,
help us to magnify your name. Help us to make your name and the
nature of your grace larger and easier for people to see. Help us to live
and to worship in such a way that we become like magnifying glasses
through which our neighbors and coworkers and children and friends
can see you come into focus in ways they may not have seen before.
When people ask for an explanation of the hope we have, give us the
words to answer thoughtfully and well. When people wonder out loud
who Jesus is and why he matters, help us to reply in words that will echo
the sweetness of your gospel. Help us to magnify your name, O Lord, so
that you may be glorified in all the earth. Be glorified in all we do. We
pray it ever and only in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.

Open Petition
After each petition the Leader will say:

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer. (Response from Congregation)

Let us Give God Thanks
We give You thanks O Lord.

Loving God, we offer these prayers, joining our voices to the great chorus
of those who sing your praise and depend on you alone. We long for that
day when all your children will live in your peace and praise your name.
Until that day, give us sturdy patience and enduring hope, rooted only in
Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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The Lord’s Table (Offered 1st Sunday of Month)

Invitation to the Table

Come to this table: you who have much faith, and you who would like to
have more; you who have been to this sacrament often, and you who
have not been for a long time; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and
you who have failed. Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

We receive this food gladly, believing, as we eat, that Jesus is our lifegiving food
and drink and that he will come again to call us to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Prayer of Thanks

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us
in your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin. We give
you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we join our voices with all the
saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name.

Words of institution

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this
in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:23-26, NIV

Distribution of the Elements
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Call to Worship (from Psalm 24)

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people
belong to him. For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas and built it on
the ocean depths.

Who may climb the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place?

Only those whose hands and hearts are pure, who do not worship idols
and never tell lies. They will receive the LORD’s blessing and have a right
relationship with God their savior.

Such people may seek you and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob.

Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory
enter. Who is the King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty; the LORD, invincible in battle.

Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory
enter. Who is the King of glory?
The LORD of Heaven's Armies — he is the King of glory.

Prayer of Adoration (followed by Lord’s Prayer)

We praise and honor you for creating this world in all it’s beauty,

for redeeming the world through Christ, our Lord, and for sending

us the gift of the Holy Spirit to encourage, instruct, and sustain us.

We long for your Spirit to work among us now, to inspire our praise,

to challenge us with your truth and to equip us for service to your world.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power and the glory forever. Amen




My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

N4
Gis - - -1 i - -1-1F=- 1§ — J =
‘) > 3 I I | 3 i\ K> 3 ‘\
M hope is built on
Wﬁen dark - ness veils His
His oath His cov - en-
When He shall come with
10
4—&11—‘ " T I f I i - ]
.4 '% } } I | 1| | [ I | I 3 l— 1 | |
hd [ o o =t
no - thing less Than Je - sus' blood and  right - eous - ness; I
love - ly face, I rest on His un - chang- ing race; In
- ant, His blood Sup - port me in the ‘whel - ming flood: When
trum - pet sound, O may [ then in him be found. Dressed
13
1 —— ] i ] F— 1 i —]
o i -
dare not trust the sweet - est frame, But whol -1 lean on
ev - ery high and storm-y gale My an - chor holds with-
all a - round my soul gives way, He then is all m
in His right - eous - ness a - lone, Fault - less we stand be-

Je - sus' name.

- in the veil On  Christ the so-lid rock I stand; All
hope and stay.

- fore His throne.

20

N 4 ~
7 A1 —— i i /— | . > % N
i I I I a— I I I e i I a— I —Q
i i I /— — i I Z— i -3
D) L4

o-ther ground is  sink-ing sand. All o-ther ground is  sink-ing sand.

All Sing: Let us love and sing and wonder

Let us love and sing and wonder

Let us praise the Savior’s name

He has hushed the law’s loud thunder
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame
He has washed us with His blood (3x)
He has brought us nigh to God

Let us love the Lord Who bought us
Pitied us when enemies

Called us by His grace and taught us
Gave us ears and gave us eyes

He has washed us with His blood (3x)
He presents our souls to God

Let us sing though fierce temptation
Threatens hard to bear us down

For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqueror’s crown
He, Who washed us with His blood, (3x)
Soon will bring us home to God

Let us wonder grace and justice

Join and point to mercy’s store

When through grace in Christ our trust is
Justice smiles and asks no more

He Who washed us with His blood (3x)
Has secured our way to God

Let us praise and join the chorus

Of the saints enthroned on high

Here they trusted Him before us

Now their praises fill the sky

Thou hast washed us with Thy blood (3x)
Thou art worthy Lamb of God
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MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Scripture  Psalm 19:1-14 (found on Page 15)
Series Fall Series: Knowing God
Sermon God’s Righteousness

Profession of Faith

Brothers and sisters, from time to time we experience a new beginning in
our faith journey, when the Holy Spirit breaks into our lives to inspire
us, to lead us, and to deepen our commitment to Christ. May today be
such a day!

In his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit,

Christ is not absent from us for a moment.

By the Spirit’s power we make the goal of our lives,

Not in earthly things but the things above where Christ is,

sitting at God’s right hand.

Through the Holy Spirit, Christ pours out his gifts from heaven,

upon us his members.

The Spirit, as well as the Father and the Son, is eternal God.

The Spirit has been given to us personally,

so that by true faith, the Spirit makes us share in Christ and all his blessings,

comforts us, and remains with us forever.

— from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 47, 49, 51, 53
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CONFESSION & RENEWAL

God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. — based on 1 John 1:8-9

Lamb of God
Jess Alldredge
j o N— — N —— 2x
== |

r \

Lamb of  God, you take a-way the sin of the world.

_
C‘@ )
\tﬁ
=1 Y
e
~e
o
ol
ind
e
~e
~¢
e
e
e
I

[3)
° ‘ - 2
N N o P N N N
o - [y & < ) o o [ 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ &y &y e
%‘ S—— i o_o — e — I
' ' \ |
O have mer-cy on us.
! ‘ o 2
N N P ® N N |
o - D) = = D) ) | o Y Yy v
%' < e i { o_o ¢ = e I
[3) ‘ ‘ \
Lord have mer-cy on  us.
4 . 2x
| I N
%ﬁ—- \ S b vy
= I/ p .y ) I hedd @ =
r r [
Grant us peace Lord

Grant us  peace Lord.




CONFESSION & RENEWAL

Righteous Father, we who own more than we use, proclaim more than we
experience, and request more than we need, come asking your forgiveness. Ve
seek your salvation, then act like we save ourselves. We beg your forgiveness,
then repeat our errors. We experience your grace, then act defeated. We rely on
your power, but only in hard times. Ve have become confused and misquided.
Forgive our every defection. Bring us to an unbroken commitment and a steady
trust, through Jesus Christ, who is the way of hope, the truth of God, and the life
of love, now and always. Amen.

Silent and Personal Confession

WORDS OF RENEWAL

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the
transgression of the remnant of your possession? He does not retain his
anger forever, because he delights in showing clemency. He will again
have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You

will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will show faithfulness to

Jacob and unswerving loyalty to Abraham, as you have sworn to our
ancestors from the days of old. — Micah 7:18-20, NRSV

Thanks be to God!

Doxology

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come
into his courts. Worship the LORD in holy splendor; tremble before him,
all the earth. — Psalm 96:8-9, NRSV

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Lord, we thank for Your faithfulness.

Thank you that we can always trust in You.

You are an abundant God and out of your great kindness
you have given us so much.

We give you this offering today, and with it we also give ourselves.
Use this congregation, for your kingdom and your glory.

Extend and multiply its reach and influence we pray.

And may we be a great blessing to many. Amen.




